Residential (Commercial) – Jurisdiction: 
		[XXXX, Indiana]

	Year:     2011    2012    [circle one] 
	Answer Options
	Local Jurisdiction
	Kansas City, MO

	
	Residential
	Commercial
	
	

	Permitting Process   460 Points Total*
	
	
	415 pts

	Application
110 pts
	1. To how many departments does an installer have to submit separate applications? (a municipal utility does not count as a city department here)
	· 1
· 2
· ≥3
	· 
	
	· 1
	

	
	2. What types of department approvals are required? (check all that apply)
	· Building
· Electrical
· Fire
· Mechanical
· Planning
· Plumbing
· Structural
· Zoning
· Other (specify)
	· 
	
	· Comprehensive review
	

	
	3. What approvals from Professional Engineers are required as part of the permit package? (check all that apply)
	· Civic
· Electrical
· Environmental
· Fire Protection
· Mechanical
· Structural
	· 
	
	· Electrical
	

	
	4. What is the average time required for an installer/customer to complete a permit application?
	· ≤ half day
· 1-2 days
· >2 days
	· ≤ 1 day
· 2 - 4 days
· > 4 days
	· 
	
	· <= half day
· (<= 1 day)
	

	
	5. What are the options for obtaining an application? (check all that apply)
	· Online
· Email
· In person
· Mail
	· 
	
	· Online
· Email
· In person
· Mail
	

	
	6. What are the options for submitting an application? (check all that apply)
	· Online
· Email
· In person
· Mail
	· 
	
	· Online
· Email
· In person
· Mail
	

	Information Access
60 pts
	7. How is information describing the permitting process accessible? (check all that apply)
	· Online and easily accessible
· Online
· Email
· In person/mail
	· 
	
	· Online and easily accessible
· Online
· Email
· In person/mail
	

	
	8. Is there an accessible designated point of contact, with contact information available online, for questions about the PV permitting process?
	· Yes
· No
	· 
	
	· Yes
	

	Permit Process Time
110 pts
	9. Is there a policy to issue/deny PV permits within a specified number of business days from submission of application?
	· Yes, <= 3 days
· 4 – 10 days
· > 10 days
· No
	· Yes, <= 5 days
· 6 – 15 days
· > 15 days
· No
	· 
	
	· Yes, <= 3 days
· (Yes, ≤ 5 days)
	

	
	10. Does the jurisdiction track the number of days each permit takes to process?
	· Yes
· No
	· 
	
	· Yes
	

	
	11. What is the average number of business days between application submission and decision (issuance or denial) regarding permit?
	· ≤ 3 days
· 4 – 5 days
· 6 – 10 days
· > 10 days
	· ≤ 5 days
· 6 – 10 days
· 11 – 15 days
· > 15 days
	· 
	
	· <= 3 days
· (≤ 5 days)
	

	
	Provide exact answer in terms of hours
	· 
	· 
	
	· 1 hour
·  (8 hours)
	

	
	12. Are there mechanisms in place for accelerating PV permitting processes under certain conditions?
	· Yes
· No
	· 
	
	· Yes; express review by appt; (priority project turnaround time reduced by half)
	

	Fee
30 pts
	13. How is information on permit fees made available? (check all that apply)
	· Online 
· Email 
· In person
· Mail
· Not Available
	· 
	
	· Online
· Email
· In person
· Mail
	

	
	14. What is the average total for the applicable permit fee(s) for typical installations?
	· <= $250
· $251 – 500
· > $500
	· Specify Amount
	· 
	
	· <= $250
· (<$2000)
	

	
	Provide exact answers in dollars
(Answer Options taken from Solar ABCs Expedited Permit Process for PV Systems Appendix D)
	· Small: ≤ 4 kW: $75-$200
· Large: ≤ 10 kW: $150-$400
· 10 kW – 50kW: $15 - $40/kW
· 50kW-100kW: $1,500
	· 
	
	· $110, 4kW system
· ($998, 25 kW system)
	

	
	15. Is/are the permit fee(s) structured as flat, cost recovery, valuation open ended, or valuation capped?
	· Flat
· Cost Recovery
· Valuation Open Ended
· Valuation Capped
· Valuation with Exclusions
· Other
	· 
	
	· Valuation Open Ended
	

	Model Process
30 pts
	16. To what degree do you use the Solar ABCs expedited permitting process template for typical installations?
	[Residential Only]
· Default template
· Optional template
· Have reviewed and considered
· Unaware/Reject
	· 
	
	· Optional template
	

	Inspection
80 pts
	17. What is the average number of business days from inspection request to actual inspection?
	· ≤ 2 days
· 3 – 5 days
· 6 – 10 days
· > 10 days
	· ≤ 2 days
· 3 – 5 days
· 6 – 10 days
· > 10 days
	· 
	
	· <= 2 days
	

	
	Provide exact answer in terms of hours (e.g. 5 days should be entered as 40 hours)
	
	· 
	
	· 8 hours
	

	
	18. What is the typical window of time given to the installer for final onsite inspection?
	· Specific Time
· 2 hours
· 3 – 4 hours
· 5 – 8 hours
· > 1 day
	· 
	
	· Specific time
	

	
	Provide exact answer in terms of hours (e.g. 5 days should be entered as 40 hours)
	
	· 
	
	· ½ hour
	

	
	19. How is information on inspection requirements made available? (check all that apply)
	· Online
· Email 
· In person
· Mail
· Not available
	· 
	
	· Online
· Email
· In Person
· Mail
	

	
	20. How many separate inspection trips are required? (check all that apply)
	· Single Comprehensive Inspection
· Electrical Rough-in
· Electrical Final
· Roof Penetrations (pre-install)
· Structural/Building Final
· Other (specify)
	· 
	
	· Single Comprehensive Inspection
	

	Communication Protocol with Utility 40 pts
	21. Do the utility and local jurisdiction coordinate regarding inspection requirements and on-site inspection times for the permit inspection and interconnection inspection?
	· Yes
· No
	· 
	
	· No
	

	Siting, Planning & Zoning    80 Pts Total*
	
	
	50

	Solar Rights and Access
54 pts
	1. Is there a state or local law that protects property owner rights to install solar systems on their property?
	· Yes
· No
	· 
	
	· Yes
	

	
	2. If there is a state or local law that protects property owners rights to install solar systems on their property, does it protect from both local ordinances and restrictive covenants?
	· Yes
· No
	· 
	
	· No
	

	
	3. What type of enforcement mechanism is used to support solar rights?
	· Agency
· Fixed process
· Court of law
· N/A
	· 
	
	· Court of law
	

	
	4. Is there a state or local law that provides for solar easements to protect access to sunlight (solar access)?
	· Yes
· No
	· 
	
	· Yes
· RSMo 442.012
	

	
	5. Is there a state or local process for a PV system to be registered in order to protect solar access?
	· Yes
· No
	· 
	
	· No
	

	Zoning
20 pts
	6. Approximately what percent of structures in your jurisdiction are zoned to allow rooftop solar facilities automatically “as a matter of right” or “by right”? (Calculate residential and commercial separately)
	· All Structures
· ≥ 50% of Structures
· ≤ 50% of Structures
· None
	· 
	
	· All structures
	

	
	7. Approximately what percent of structures in your jurisdiction are zoned to allow rooftop solar facilities only after a public hearing and the issuance of a special or conditional use permit? (Calculate residential and commercial separately)
	· None
· ≥ 50% of Structures
· ≤ 50% of Structures
· All Structures
	· 
	
	· No structures
	

	
	8. Has your jurisdiction conducted a review of local ordinances to identify barriers to solar installations and make recommendations for updating ordinances to address these barriers?
	· Yes
· No
	·  
	
	· Yes
	

	New Construction
6 pts
	9. Are there state or local standards for new construction that reduce barriers to solar deployment? (check all that apply)
	· East-west street and building orientation
· Solar-ready construction guidelines
· Solar easements for new construction
· Other (specify)
· None
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]
	
	· Solar-ready construction guidelines
· ICC 2012
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