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About this Map
GIV  V ersion 2.3 provides an estimate of the economic 
benefits of the Chicago W ilderness Green Infrastructure 
V ision that can be reliably measured.
T he R ecreation and Ecotourism ecosystem service 
provides outdoor, nature-based experiences like 
hiking, birding, and camping. T he number of licenses 
sold for fishing and hunting, number of boats registered, 
and the number of visits to natural areas gives an 
indication of the economic value of recreation lands in 
the region, but given that many publicly owned natural 
areas have no entrance fees, the known economic value 
of these lands is much lower than what can be documented
through the purchase of licenses and equipment. In addition 
to supporting the local economy, recreation and ecotourism 
build support for the value of natural areas and biodiversity
— and therefore builds the support and stewards for tomorrow. 
T he GIV  is a connected network of natural lands and open 
spaces that most if not all of the best recreation venues and 
sites that are aesthetically pleasing and provide habitat for 
an interesting array of plants and animals.
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