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NIRPC Executive Board Meeting
6100 Southport Road, Portage, IN
February 15, 2018
Minutes
Call to Order
Chairman Geof Benson called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Self-introductions
were made.
Executive Board Members present included Geof Benson, Karen Freeman-Wilson, Justin Kiel, Mark Krentz, Tom
McDermott, Greg Stinson, Jim Ton and George Topoll.
Commissioners present included Christopher Anderson, Robert Carnahan, Bill Emerson, Jr., Don Ensign, Will
Farrellbegg, Jane Jordan, Dave Shafer, Brian Snedecor, and Mary Tanis.
Guests present included Zully Alvarado, Lauri Keagle, Jim Nowacki, Andrew Steele, Barbara Waxman, Richard
Waxman, Rick Powers, Lyndsay Quist, AJ Monroe and Greg Towler.
Staff present included Dave Hollenbeck, Ty Warner, Kathy Luther, Daria Sztaba, Talaya Jones, Charles Bradsky, Eman
Ibrahim, Mitch Barloga, Meredith Stilwell, Scott Weber, James Winters, Jody Melton, Gabrielle Biciunas and Mary
Thorne.
Public Comment
Jim Nowacki, resident of Gary, commented on replacement of infrastructure in the nation and flooding issues in
Gary.
New Appointment
David Hollenbeck announced the appointment of Carolyn Saxton from the Town of Ogden Dunes.
Minutes
On a motion by Jim Ton and a second by Greg Stinson, the minutes of the January 18, 2018 Full Commission meeting
were approved by the Executive Board.
Report of the Executive Director
Ty Warner commented that the meeting is being live-streamed. He thanked Mayor James Snyder for his assignment
of a police officer to the meeting as there is a gathering of elected officials and others here today.
Ty Warner and Geof Benson presented the Norman Tufford Award to Barbara Waxman, former NIRPC staffer for
her service to NIRPC and for her many accomplishments in the region.
Ty Warner presented certificates for perfect attendance during 2018 to Jim Ton, George Topoll, Justin Kiel and Geof
Benson.
Ty Warner reported on the NARC Conference of Regions which he attended along with Geof Benson, Dave Shafer
and Justin Kiel. The infrastructure proposal for $200 billion to be levered into $1.5 trillion which would help with
the backlog of projects. $100 billion would incentivize local governments to find new sources of revenue. $50 billion
is specifically for rural areas. $20 billion is for transformative projects like disruptor-type technologies and another
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$20 billion for lending programs and the remaining $10 billion for programs in the toolbox. The source of the $200
billion is not identified. The funding split under this proposal is 20% federal and 80% local. The budget proposal
zeroes out the capital investment grants. These are only launches of conversations at this time.
The NIRPC group met with the Senators Young and Donnelly and Congress members Visclosky and Walorski. They
are all united on the South Shore projects. We conveyed the NARC and NIRPC platform for the need for a stable
federal partner with the infrastructure and budget proposals the expiration of the FAST Act in 2020.
Geof Benson commented that it was convenient to be there during President Trump’s announcement of an
infrastructure bill. Dave Shafer commented that there was frustration on both sides of the aisle at not being able
to get things done due to the political climate. Justin Kiel commented that the President’s proposal included
discussion on removing some regulations on some of the projects to keep the timeline under two years, but there
was nothing offered on the highway trust fund. Indiana passed the infrastructure bill and is addressing the need for
a state gas tax. Will Farrellbegg commented that in Europe the gas tax has covered infrastructure for many years.
Geof Benson said the tax has not been raised since 1993. Ty Warner said while the proposed 25 cent gas tax
translates to approximately $9 per month in fuel expenses, consideration also must be given to the costs of repair
of vehicles from crumbling infrastructure.
Report of the Chair
Geof Benson announced the new committee assignments. The Rail/Freight Committee will be absorbed into the
Surface Transportation Committee. Bob Carnahan declined as Chair of the Outreach Committee. A new Chair will
be appointed. Contact Ty Warner or Mary Thorne if you have any questions or changes.
Finance & Personnel Committee
George Topoll reported that the committee met this morning and approved two contracts with Kankakee River Basin
Commission and South Shore Clean Cities. On a motion by George Topoll and a second by Karen Freeman-Wilson,
the Executive Board voted to adopt the contracts.
Environmental Management Policy Committee
Geof Benson deferred to the new Committee Chair, Bill Emerson, Jr., who said that the committee heard a
presentation from Katherine Powell of the Field Museum on the effects of climate change on the Dunes. The
committee meets at 9 a.m. on the first Thursday of the month.
Technical Planning Committee
Kevin Breitzke reported that the Technical Planning Committee (TPC) met on February 13 and heard updates on the
VW Settlement and the deep River Dam. A brief video was shown on “Hobart – The Eco-Friendly Community.” A
presentation was made by staff on the draft Greenways+Blueways 2020 Plan, which has been released for a 30-day
public review. An open house will be held tonight from 5 pm to 7 pm at NIRPC. Mitch Barloga gave a presentation
on the plan. Visit the website for more information or to leave a comment at

http://www.nirpc.org/2018/02/01/30-day-public-comment-period-on-new-documents-amendments/.

There are no actions today. The next meeting of the Technical Planning Committee is scheduled for March 13, 2018
at 9 a.m. at NIRPC.
Indiana Department of Transportation
Rick Powers reported on their efforts to cope with winter storm Mateo. Some areas saw over 18 inches of snow.
Pothole repair will begin soon. INDOT saw one million hits on their Facebook page. This data will be leveraged right
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into the construction season. The I-65 expansion project will resume this month. The 137th Street bridge over I-65
will close over the next two months for resurfacing.
Legislative Committee
Mary Tanis said she was in Indianapolis where new issues to be addressed are police tension and provision for the
families of the fallen.
Other Business
Geof Benson said committee information will be going out shortly via email so that we can update our committee
participation for 2018.
Announcements
• Bob Carnahan announced that the 16 small to mid-sized Lake County communities known simply as "16 Plus”
will meet next Friday at 9:00 a.m. at Schererville Town Hall. The new US Attorney is the speaker. The Lake
County Council will discuss their master plan.
• Kevin Breitzke said Expedia named Chesterton the best place to escape in Indiana.
• Ty Warner announced that NIRPC is seeking a GIS Planner and public Coordination Person. Go to www.nirpc.org
for more information.
Adjournment
Hearing no other business, on a motion by George Topoll and a second by Tom McDermott, Geof Benson adjourned
the meeting at 10:10 a.m.

A Digital MP3 of this meeting is filed. Contact Mary Thorne at the phone or email below should you wish to receive
a copy of it. DVD recordings will be available once they are received by NIRPC from the videographer.
The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, marital status, familial status, parental status, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.
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FINANCE AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Meeting Agenda
Thursday
March 15th, 2018
8:00 a.m.
NIRPC Office, Portage, Indiana
1.

Call to Order

2.

Meeting Minutes of February 15th, 2018

(Pages 1-2)

3.

Review of Financial Status – February 2018

(Pages 3-7)

4.

Approval of Claims Register – February 2018

(Pages 8-13)

5.

Credit Card Usage Policy-Draft

(Pages 14-16)

Procurement Recommendations – March 2018
Procurement #18-04

(Page 17)

6.
•
7.

Disposition of General Fund and Capital Fund Capital Assets Inventory (Page 17)

The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) prohibits discrimination in all
its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, marital status, familial
status, parental status, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program.
Requests for alternate formats please contact Daria Sztaba at (219) 763-6060 extension 104 or
dsztaba@nirpc.org. Individuals with hearing impairments may contact us through the Indiana Relay 711 service by
calling 711 or (800) 743-3333.
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Procurement Recommendations
March 15th, 2018
One (1) Replacement Vehicle – Procurement #18-04
• Purchase of:
o One (1) vehicle replacement for South Lake County Community
Services
o Replaces Bus #450 that was totaled in an accident on 2-26-18
• Will be purchased with insurance proceeds. No new grant funds will be
used.
• Recommendation to approve purchase of replacement vehicles not to exceed
$70,678.50.
Disposition of General Fund and Capital Fund Capital Assets Inventory
• All inventory items have met their useful life
• Approve the recycling of the General Fund computer equipment inventory
that was replaced with new inventory at the end of 2017
o 24 Computers
o 30 Monitors
• Approve the recycling of the Capital Fund Capital Assets
o 3 Computers
o 1 Printer
o 2 Bus Shelters
o 1 Tire Changer
o 1 Copier
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT POLICY COMMITTEE
NIRPC- Lake Michigan Room
February 1, 2018
Members/Guests: Geof Benson, Sarah Nimetz, Katherine Moore Powell, Will Farrellbegg, Cathy
Martin, Reggie Korthals, Collin Simek, Jennifer Birchfield, Lauri Keagle, Bill Emerson, Jr., Susan
Mihalo, Sheryl Doers, Tim Kingsland, Elizabethe McCloskey, George Malis, Jennifer Gadzala Dwayne
Polarek, Toni Norkus, Deb Backhus, Bill Carter, Rachelle Ceaser, George Topoll, Maggie Byrnek, Kay
Nelson.
NIRPC Staff: Kathy Luther, Rachel Veronesi, Gabrielle Biciunas, Meredith Stilwell and Mary Thorne.
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Geof Benson called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance and selfintroductions. The meeting was streamed live on YouTube.
Approval of September 7, 2017 EMPC Minutes
On motion by Will Farrellbegg and a second by Reggie Korthals, the December 7, 2017 EMPC meeting
minutes were unanimously approved as presented.
Presentations:
Indiana Dunes Climate Change Adaptation Planning and Outreach – Katherine Moore Powell,
Field Museum of Natural History
Cathy Martin, Save the Dunes provided background on the project. The Indiana Dunes Ecosystem
Alliance partnership was formed to identify conservation priority projection project areas. Targets
identified were dune and swale, savanna, prairie, wetland and forest and threats to each were also
identified as invasives, fragmentation, development, disturbances, limited protection resources and
climate change.
Katherine Powell described the adaptation planning steps for identifying climate stressors,
vulnerabilities and adaptation strategies. Workshops and webinars were held and field work was
done. Current stressors identified were earlier springs, increased warming and precipitation trends
and the loss of the Karner blue butterfly in 2012. Future trends show that the growing season will
be 1 month longer; 33-45 more days above 90, 14-22% increase in precipitation and 24-36 fewer
days of snow cover. These will result in plant heat zone increasing to zone 7, an increase in runoff,
less shelf ice and changing lake levels to Lake Michigan. Vulnerabilities identified included a big
change in air temperatures and slower less change in soil temperatures which can adversely affect
insects and birds. Invasive issues are worsening, there is increased habitat fragmentation.
Adaptation strategies identified include improving landscape connectivity and changing how fire is
used as a management tool. Outreach activities will be identified.
NIRPC Business: Kathy Luther gave an update on the 2020 Greenways + Blueways Plan. It is going
out for public comment today. Go to the website for more information or to leave a comment at
http://www.nirpc.org/2018/02/01/30-day-public-comment-period-on-new-documents-amendments/.
Public Comment: No comments were offered.
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Announcements
a) Geof Benson announced the passing of Dr. Mark Reshkin. The family has asked if you have
any memories of him to share, please email Kay Nelson @knelson@nwiforum.org.
b) Geof Benson announced that Lee Botts is celebrating her 90th birthday this month.
c) Kay Nelson announced legislative updates. Senator Charbonneau has a water task force bill
which calls for water-interest agencies provide any information to this task force. Senator
Charbonneau has another bill on regional sewer districts and waste water infrastructure.
Representative Wolkins on water cleanup (1233) is moving forward. Senator Tallian introduced
a bill regarding sand. All house and senate bills must go through a third reading and has been
assigned to Environmental Affairs.
d) Kay Nelson said the VW Trust Fund board is hosting open house meetings around the state.
One will be held at NIRPC on February 6 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Contact Shawn Seals at (317)
233-0425 or sseals@idem.gov for more information.
e) Reggie Korthals said the senator from Elkhart has introduced HB 1096, construction
requirements of MS4 operators which passed out of the House on the third reading on Monday.
f) Kathy Luther said South Shore Clean Cities Annual Meeting is on February 20 at the Blue Chip
Event Center in Michigan City. Registration is open.
g) Hobart used CMAQ funds to construct a new CNG maintenance garage and fillings stations
and produced a video about it at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ag_aIyoXReg
h) Carl Lisek has revived his radio show. Green Fleet Radio is now on Lake Shore Public Radio
and Rachel Veronesi is the guest next Wednesday at 9 a.m.
i) NISWAG, the Northwest Indiana Storm Water Advisory Group, consisting of all MS4 permitted
communities and they are sponsoring a workshop for contractors in either Lake or Porter
Counties on February 27 at 7 p.m. at Porter County Expo in Valparaiso. Contact Reggie
Korthals for more information.
j) Gabrielle Biciunas announced the Northwest Indiana Food Council is hosting the second annual
Food Expo Discovery (FED) on February 23 at County Line Orchard. An email will be sent
today with more information.
The next meeting of the Environmental Management Policy Committee will be held on March 1, 2018
at 9 a.m.
On a motion by George Topoll and a second by Will Farrellbegg, Geof Benson adjourned the meeting
at 10:10 a.m.

A Digital MP3 of this meeting is filed. Contact Mary Thorne at 219-763-6060 or mthorne@nirpc.org
should you wish to receive a copy of it.
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Technical Planning Committee Meeting
NIRPC Lake Michigan Room
6100 Southport Road, Portage
February 13, 2018
MINUTES

Vice Chairman George Topoll called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance and
self-introductions. Members present included George Topoll, David Wright, Tyler Kent, Tom
MacLennan, Julie Ritzler, Kelly Wenger, Susan Weber, Joyce Newland, Bill Emerson, Jr., Teri Dixon and
Margot Sabato. Kevin Brietzke arrived later in the meeting. Others present included Bruce Lindner,
Jerry Siska, Claudia Taylor, Dean Button, Jeff Huet, Jake Dammarell, Frank Rosado, Jr., Ismail Attallah,
Don Oliphant, Chris Moore, Andrew Steele, Laurie Keagle, Greg Towler and Christopher Murphy. Staff
present included Kathy Luther, Trey Wadsworth, Mitch Barloga, Eman Ibrahim, Charles Bradsky, James
Winters, Gabrielle Biciunas, Scott Weber and Mary Thorne.
The INDOT participation survey was available at the table in the lobby. The minutes of the January 9,
2018 Technical Planning Committee meeting were approved by general consensus.
There were no requests for public comment.
Presentation:
Mitch Barloga presented on the draft 2020 Greenways+Blueways Plan. It is out for public comment. Go
to the website for more information or to leave a comment at http://www.nirpc.org/2018/02/01/30day-public-comment-period-on-new-documents-amendments/.
Implementation Planning
a) Kathy Luther presented an update on the VW Settlement. IDEM held a public meeting here last
Tuesday. Shawn Seals, Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), presented at the January
Commission meeting. Indiana’s portion of the settlement amounts to about $41 million. The
solicitation for projects will be released in summer or fall of 2018. For more information, go to
http://www.in.gov/idem/airquality/2712.htm. To submit comments on the Beneficiary Mitigation
Plan, go to VWTrust@idem.in.gov. Questions should be directed to Shawn Seals at 317-233-0425 or
SSeals@idem.IN.gov.South Shore Clean Cities is available to answer questions.
b) Kathy Luther presented an update on the Deep River Dam in Lake Station. A feasibility study will be
performed. A public meeting was held in Lake Station a couple of weeks ago with a lot of public
interest. It is part of our 2040 Plan implantation.
Programming
There was no report.
Topical Committee Reports:
• Kathy Luther said the Environmental Management Policy Committee met last Thursday and heard a
presentation from the Field Museum and Save the Dunes on climate change predictions for the
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. On Friday, NIRPC applied to FHWA for a pilot dam opportunity
for pilot projects to evaluate vulnerability of transportation infrastructure.
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•
•
•

•

Mitch Barloga said the Ped, Pedal & Paddle Committee saw a presentation on the draft 2020
Greenways+Blueways Plan at its meeting last Thursday. The next meeting is on March 1 at 1:30 at
NIRPC and NICTD will present on the Bikes on Trains program.
James Winters said the Transit Operators will meet immediately following the TPC meeting to discuss
the project selection process for Lake and Porter Counties.
Eman Ibrahim said the Land Use Committee met on January 17 and saw a presentation from GPTC
on the first Bus Rapid Transit on the Broadway Corridor, a presentation from staff on the Food
System Council and an update on land use data using GIS and parcel data. The next meeting will be
on March 21.
Scott Weber said the committee met on February 6 and discussed bridge conditions in Northwest
Indiana in comparison with the rest of the state. An update was given on our adoption of INDOT’s
safety performance measures which will be a formal amendment to our plan in March. We are
performing a Household Travel Survey in conjunction with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning (CMAP). An update was given on our congestion and reliability project with Valparaiso
University and the air quality post processor. The next meeting is April 3 at 9 a.m. at NIRPC.

Planning Partners
a) Susan Weber said FTA shared the draft certification report with NIRPC. Staff is reviewing the report.
b) Teri Dixon said CMAP is working through their 2050 plan.
Emerging Trends:
Mitch Barloga showed a brief YouTube video titled, “Hobart – the Eco-Friendly City”. Laurie Keagle
commented that their CNG station is up and running and the public works garage is designed to handle
maintenance of the CNG vehicles.
Announcements and Events:
• South Shore Clean Cities Annual Meeting and Awards is on February 20 at the Blue Chip Event Center.
Register at http://southshorecleancities.org/events.php.
• Gabrielle Biciunas gave a brief background on local food systems. A Food Expo and Discussion
(FED) will be held on February 23 at County Line Orchard on food deserts and food access. For
more information, go to https://www.nwifoodcouncil.org/.
• Mitch Barloga said an ADA 101 for Outdoor Recreation and Parks seminar hosted by Causes for
Change and the National Park Service will take place on March 20 in the Lake Michigan Room at
NIRPC. Registration is free; however, you must bring your own lunch. More information will be
forthcoming.
• The upcoming meetings were announced.
The next Technical Planning Committee meeting will be on March 13 at 9 a.m. at NIRPC. Hearing no
other business, George Topoll adjourned the meeting at 10:10 a.m.
A Digital MP3 of this meeting is filed. Contact Mary Thorne at the phone number or email below should
you wish to receive a copy or a portion of it.
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Public Comment Report
The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) held a 30-day public comment
period on the draft Greenways+Blueways 2020 Plan (G+B 2020 Plan). The comment period
began on February 1, 2018 and ended on March 2, 2018.
The G+B 2020 Plan combines the 2007 Greenways & Blueways Plan and the 2010 Ped & Pedal
Plan, and environmental elements of the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan. It is the first time
that the areas of conservation, transportation, and recreation have all been combined into a
single document for Lake, Porter, and LaPorte Counties. The plan was formed with input from
public listening sessions and stakeholders with an interest in conservation of natural areas and
open lands and non-motorized transportation such as walking, biking, hiking, and paddling.
As part of the public comment period, a public meeting was held on February 15, 2018 at NIRPC
offices, 6100 Southport Road, Portage, IN, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
A draft of the plan was made available at www.nirpc.org, and stakeholders were made aware
via email, a news release, and social media. The public was able to comment via email,
telephone, regular mail, and at the public meeting. In all, NIRPC received nine comments which
are copied in full on the attached table.
This is the second 30-day public comment period for the G+B 2020 Plan. At the first comment
period held from October to November of 2016, some comments received were deemed
significant according to the definition set forth in the 2014 Public Participation Plan. Therefore,
after proper edits are made, the plan was made available for another 30-day public comment
period. No significant comments were identified during this latest round of public input.
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Greenways+Blueways 2020 Plan – Comments & Responses
#

Comment

Manner Considered by Staff

Significant?

Need to
Modify?

Lake Michigan represents an outstanding
water trail, and remains popular with
those using sea kayaks. There are risky
areas to paddle, but these are clearly
identified on maps, and there are even
safe havens located at these locations.

No

No

NIRPC appreciates this idea, but the G+B
2020 Plan does not get into detail about
specific projects. However, NIRPC will
contact the City of Portage about the
idea.

No

No

Comments Received by Email
1 Before more accidents occur, please stop

promoting Lake Michigan as a great place to
kayak. It isn't!!
Lake Michigan wave conditions can change
very quickly, and kayakers can easily become
"stranded" along a long, rocky breakwater
with no landing beach nearby. Rescuing
kayakers in these situations risks the lives of
first-responders unnecessarily. Lake
Michigan is dangerous enough without
encouraging individuals to take silly thrillseeking risks that can endanger
others. Many kayakers don't even use the
proper type of kayak for Lake Michigan.
Moreover, because of the low profile of a
kayak, even people in small boats have a
difficult time seeing a kayak in the
water. When a kayaker ventures a long way
from shore, it just makes it that more likely
that an accident involving a kayak and a boat
will occur.

2

There are rivers and smaller lakes in the area
that are fine for that activity. But,
particularly around busy marinas/ports,
kayakers are just an accident waiting to
happen.
Hello, just read article, wanted to make a
brief suggestion regarding hiking or bicycle
trail. I would start it at Woodland park to
highway 20, it would then run west on south
side of 20 where railroad tracks used to be
and now is owned by Portage city parks.
Then I would have a bicycle bridge across 20,
end up at 5440 us highway 20, a property I
own and is for sale, and use it for bicycle
rental. Kayak rental, and an information
center regarding trails beaches and parks,
then the trail would go west from that
property to Deep River, then follow river
north to connect with National lakeshore
parks and other beaches, then end at
Portage City beach front.

1
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3 As far as the naming of La Porte's present-

day blueway, this blueway lies entirely within
the city's chain-of-lakes. And this chain-oflakes lies no closer than about a minimum
distance of 1200 feet from any other disjunct
lakes existing in or around the city.
So, I don't think that one could realistically
call any new segment of a blueway
established within one of those unconnected
La Porte lakes an "expansion" of that original
blueway. It would be just too far away.

The name will be changed to LaPorte
Chain of Lakes.

No

Yes

Existing infrastructure reduces or
prevents on-water access between lakes,
necessitating having to haul out if one
wishes to navigate multiple lakes. NIRPC
is willing to partake in or facilitate
discussions on this topic in the future.
However, at this time that is beyond the
scope of the current document.

It's one thing to call the waters beyond an
inaccessible bridge, culvert or logjam part of
that blueway--especially when those waters
themselves are interconnected with the
main water body. Traversing such barriers is
a matter of a simple portage.
But lugging even a small vessel (i.e., a kayak,
canoe, rowboat, etc.) a distance of 1200 feet
or longer, is entirely another matter. I don't
think that one could call such a newly
established blueway on a disjunct lake that
far away from the original blueway to be
part of the latter blueway--at least not with a
straight face. Rather, you would realistically
have to give that new blueway its own
identity, with its own name.
For example, if in the future, it were decided
that a blueway should be created on Clear
Lake and possible expand it to someday
include Lower Lake (if private property
owners would permit this), that blueway
might fittingly be called the "Clear Lake
Blueway" or the "Clear-Lower Blueway".
Despite the fact that both of these lakes
were originally part of La Porte's chain-oflakes in the 19th Century, they are now not
only disjunct from the chain-of-lakes. But
their present-day shores are hundreds of
feet away. Treating them as though they still
were part of that lake chain could end up
being quite confusing to recreational
boaters.
The bottom line is that blueways within this
surface water-rich City deserve to be given
distinct descriptive names like the "Clear

2
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Lake Blueway" and "the Chain-of Lakes
Blueway", rather than a dull generic
nondescript name, like "La Porte Lakes
Blueway". (Which La Porte lakes are being
referred-to?)

4

What's in a name? It turns out a quite a lot-especially where recreational opportunities
are being sought.
I have reviewed the Green Ways/Blue Ways
document provided and would like to
address the characterization of the Deep
River in your report.
Correction: Text states in Chapter 2 page 28
“Developed access at Riverside Park and
Veterans Memorial Park”. The Lake Station
Riverside Park is named “Riverview Park” as
printed on the large water tank overlooking
the park.
A good opportunity exists for paddling on
the Deep River with a minor investment in
maintenance below the Hobart Lake George
Dam and extending to the Liverpool Road
dam. With small boat access now available at
launch sites located at the Hobart Rugby
Field, Lake Station Riverview Park, Lake
Station Veterans Memorial Park (also known
as Bicentennial Park) and at the Liverpool
Road Park, the infrastructure is in place for
paddlers. A few (2) log jam clearings and
improvements at the railroad viaduct in
Hobart would create a 7-mile water trail for
paddler enjoyment.

Correction for Riverpark will be made.

No

Yes

The Northwest Indiana Paddling
Association (NWIPA) is working on the
route north of the Hobart Dam on Deep
River as you mentioned.
Regarding your comments upstream of
Lake George, NWIPA recognizes that this
stretch does afford excellent
opportunities as a potential water trail.
However, significant clearing will be
needed. However, NWIPA is focused on
the Little Cal East Branch. In the future,
NWIPA would like to work to get this
water trail open. Additionally, if there is
another organization willing to take this
on as project, NWIPA would be able to
provide some support for the project.

Revise statement on page 29 “Low potential
upstream of Lake George due to numerous
log jams”. Recall that the East Branch of the
Little Calumet River was a log choked stream
two years ago. With volunteer efforts and
proper funding over the past few years, 6
miles of that river is now open to paddling
from Brummitt Road in Chesterton through
the Bailly-Chellburg National Park Service
property. The Deep River above Lake George
has high potential for paddling because:
This river section is the cleanest water in
northwest Indiana
The river is almost entirely wooded from
Hwy 30 to Lake George.

3
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Most of the adjoining land is park land
owned by the Lake County Park System as
Deep River Water Park, Deep River County
Park and the Big Maple Lake Park property.
The Deep River County Park has two existing
canoe access sites on their property with
adjacent parking creating a 2 mile water trail
for the initial stage to generate public
interest in the project.
The water trail can be extended downstream
into Lake George to the existing public boat
launches on the lake. This 5.5 mile section is
not a heavily log jammed reach of river.
The Lake County Park System is considering a
canoe access site on property at the Deep
River bridge on Hwy 51 (Grand Blvd.), 3.5
miles above Lake George.
The log jam removal on Deep River (7.5
miles) is comparable to the completed effort
over the last 2 years on the East Branch of
the Little Calumet River (6 miles).
Please consider these revisions to your
current report. A recharacterization of this
river as high potential will provide a
supporting basis for my work with the Lake
County Park System during the preparation
of the Park Master Plan in 2018.

4
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#

Comment

Manner Considered by Staff

Significant?

Need to
Modify?

No

No

Comments Received by USPS
5 Full letter from the La Porte County

Conservation Trust, Inc. is attached to
the end of this report.

1) LaPorte Lakes vs. LaPorte Chain of
Lakes Blueway: The term LaPorte Lakes
and LaPorte Area Lakes is used by IDNR
and the City of La Porte in studies,
proposals, and other documentation to
six or more lakes in this vicinity. NIRPC
would prefer to use these general names
in order to align with DNR planning.
2) Kingsbury Creek: The regional scale of
the maps in the G+B 2020 Plan obscures
the fact that the Kingsbury Creek corridor
is identified on the conservation corridor
maps due to the presence of core and
secondary habitat patches along the
waterway.
3) Weller Ave. Culvert: The G+B 2020
Plan does not identify specific local
projects to be constructed. That said, if
Weller Avenue is on the federal aid
network then this project could be eligible
for federal funding and submitted for
competition in future NIRPC solicitations.
However, since cities are responsible for
roadways and counties for bridges, the
commenter is correct that this project
would require cooperation between the
City and the County.
4) Forest Legacy Area: The G+B 2020
Plan is primarily focused on identifying
potential connecting corridors between
high quality habitat patches such as that
present in the Moraine Forest. The
activities and recommendations identified
by the commenter are beyond the scope
of this plan. The Lake Michigan Coastal
Program is preparing to embark on a new
habitat prioritization project that will
potentially address this area.

5
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#

Comment

Manner Considered by Staff

Significant?

Comments Received at Public Meeting on February 15, 2018
6 Riparian reforestation from Emerald Ash
Borer (EAB)

7 Add waterways to conservation maps.

Need to
Modify?

Based on recent dialog between NIRPC
and some local natural area land
managers such as SHLT, riparian
floodplains where ash trees had once
dominated are shifting to marsh type
habitat. This suggests that ash trees may
have been aggressive colonizers of these
areas and plant communities typical of
marsh habitat may be the more
appropriate conservation target. NIRPC
believes it is most appropriate for the
natural area land managers to make these
restoration decisions.
NIRPC will either include a layer showing
waterways to the conservation map or
use a baselayer that already includes the
waterways such as the USGS national map

No

No

No

Yes

NIRPC will add such language to expand
Universal Design standards to wayfinding
elements.
Numerous suggestions were made to add
content to stakeholder responsibilities,
which wholly mirror existing comments
for other stakeholders under the same
policy or activity.

No

Yes

No

Yes

Comments Received at NIRPC Meetings between February 1st and March 2nd 2018
8 Add language to wayfinding section in
9

Recreation Chapter about audible and tactile
additions to signage for disabled persons.
Changes to the Implementation Tables

Comments Received by Telephone

No comments were received by telephone.
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RESOLUTION 18-07
A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING
COMMISSION ADOPTING THE NORTHWEST INDIANA
GREENWAYS+BLUEWAYS 2020 PLAN

WHEREAS, the citizens of Northwest Indiana desire safe and abundant pedestrian and bicycle
facility access, and increased recreational access on water bodies with sensitive natural areas
preserved; and
WHEREAS, the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission, hereafter referred to as
“The Commission”, is a public sector Council of Governments and Metropolitan Planning
Organization for Lake, Porter, and LaPorte Counties in Indiana that addresses regional issues
relating to transportation, the environment and community and economic development; and
WHEREAS, the Commission recognizes the need to identify current and potential greenways
and water trails in the three-county planning area; and
WHEREAS, greenways represent a multitude of land uses, both passive and active in nature,
and thus requires a comprehensive approach to planning; and
WHEREAS, sensitive natural resource areas are potentially at risk because of increased
development activity in the region; and
WHEREAS, significant improvements for the safe mobility of pedestrians and bicyclists
remains a priority as outlined in the Commission’s 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan; and
WHEREAS, the Commission has unified conservation and non-motorized transportation
planning in one document called the Greenways+Blueways 2020 Plan; which includes analysis
of natural and transportation resources in Northwest Indiana including, but not limited to,
wetlands, riparian corridors, floodplain areas, hydric soils, trail corridors (both land and water),
and parks; and
WHEREAS, the Greenway+Blueways 2020 Plan identifies opportunities for additional
greenway and water trails, including policies municipalities can adopt to enhance these
opportunities; and
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WHEREAS, this planning process brought together stakeholders, including those already
undertaking similar efforts on a sub-regional level and afforded opportunities for the public to
participate actively in this project.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission hereby adopts the Northwest Indiana Greenways+Blueways 2020 Plan; and
THEREFORE, BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission encourages local governments and jurisdictions within Lake, Porter, and LaPorte
Counties to include elements of this plan into their own programs and projects; and
THEREFORE, BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission agrees to take steps to implement the Greenways+Blueways 2020 Plan, including
but not limited to, pursuing funding, cooperative agreements, and additional partners.
Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission on this fifteenth
day of March, Two Thousand and Eighteen.

_______________________________
Geof R. Benson
Chairman
ATTEST:

______________________
Karen Freeman-Wilson
Secretary
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Public Comment Report
2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan Update Companion | Amendment #5
March 5, 2018

The draft 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan Update Companion | Amendment #5
was released for a 30-day public comment period beginning February 1, 2018. A draft of
the document was made available at www.nirpc.org and emailed to stakeholders.
No comments have been received as of the above date. An update will be provided at
the NIRPC Commission meeting on March 15, 2018 prior to action on the amendment.
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RESOLUTION 18-03
A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION TO AMEND THE 2040
COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL PLAN UPDATE COMPANION TO INCLUDE
SAFETY PERFORMANCE MEASURE TARGETS FOR 2018
March 15, 2018

WHEREAS, Northwest Indiana’s citizens require a safe, efficient, effective, resourceconserving regional transportation system that maintains and enhances regional
mobility and contributes to improving the quality of life in Northwest Indiana; and
WHEREAS, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission, hereafter referred
to as “the Commission”, being designated the Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) for the Lake, Porter and LaPorte County area, has established a regional,
comprehensive, cooperative, and continuing (3-C) transportation planning process to
develop the unified planning work program, a transportation plan, and a transportation
improvement program to facilitate federal funding for communities, counties, and
transit operators, and to provide technical assistance and expertise to regional
transportation interests; and
WHEREAS, the Commission performs the above activities to satisfy requirements of the
Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act of 2015 (PL 114-94), applicable
portions of all prior federal transportation program authorizing legislation, as well as
other federal, state, and local laws mandating or authorizing transportation planning
activities; and
WHEREAS, the FAST Act of 2015 requires the implementation of performance-based
planning by annually adopting the performance targets of the state department of
transportation or develop their own; and
WHEREAS, the Commission adopted the Indiana Department of Transportation’s targets
at their meeting on January 18, 2018 for the performance measures of number of
fatalities, rate of fatalities per 100 million miles traveled, number of serious injuries, rate
of serious injuries per 100 million miles traveled, and number of non-motorized
fatalities and non-motorized serious injuries; and
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WHEREAS, the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan Update Companion must be
amended to reflect the Commission-adopted safety targets; and
WHEREAS, the Technical Policy Committee (TPC) has recommended that the
Commission amend the long-range plan, known as the 2040 Comprehensive Regional
Plan Update Companion Amendment #5, to reflect the Commission-adopted safety
targets for the year 2018 as detailed in the attached amendment;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission adopts Amendment #5 to the
2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan Update Companion.
Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission this fifteenth
day of March, 2018.

Signed: _____________________________

Geof R. Benson
Chairperson

ATTEST:
Signed: ___________________________

Karen Freeman-Wilson
Secretary
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2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan Update Companion
Amendment #5
Amendment #5 to the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan Update
Companion adds Commission adopted safety targets to page II-14 as
required by the federal transportation law known as the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation Act.
The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC), as the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Lake, Porter, and LaPorte
Counties, is required to support the Indiana Department of Transportation’s
(INDOT) safety targets or adopt our own on five specific measures. The
NIRPC Commission chose to support INDOT’s targets with an affirmative
vote on January 18, 2018.
The five measures and targets are below:
●
●
●
●
●

Number of fatalities – less than 814.9
Rate of fatalities per 100 million miles traveled – less than 1.036
Number of serious injuries – less than 3,479.8
Rate of serious injuries per 100 million miles traveled – less than 4.347
Number of non-motorized fatalities and non-motorized serious injuries –
less than 417.0

INDOT has adopted its safety target based on five-year rolling averages
and reported these targets as required to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration and the Federal Highway Administration. NIRPC will
plan and program projects in support of attaining these targets.
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Public Comment Report
2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program | Amendment #9
March 5, 2018

The draft 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program | Amendment #9 was
released for a 30-day public comment period beginning February 1, 2018. A draft of the
document was made available at www.nirpc.org and emailed to stakeholders.
No comments have been received as of the above date. An update will be provided at
the NIRPC Commission meeting on March 15, 2018 prior to action on the amendment.
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RESOLUTION 18-04
A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION TO AMEND THE 2018-2021
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM TO INCLUDE SAFETY
PERFORMANCE MEASURE TARGETS FOR 2018
March 15, 2018

WHEREAS, Northwest Indiana’s citizens require a safe, efficient, effective, resourceconserving regional transportation system that maintains and enhances regional
mobility and contributes to improving the quality of life in Northwest Indiana; and
WHEREAS, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission, hereafter referred
to as “the Commission”, being designated the Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) for the Lake, Porter and LaPorte County area, has established a regional,
comprehensive, cooperative, and continuing (3-C) transportation planning process to
develop the unified planning work program, a transportation plan, and a transportation
improvement program to facilitate federal funding for communities, counties, and
transit operators, and to provide technical assistance and expertise to regional
transportation interests; and
WHEREAS, the Commission performs the above activities to satisfy requirements of the
Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act of 2015 (PL 114-94), applicable
portions of all prior federal transportation program authorizing legislation, as well as
other federal, state, and local laws mandating or authorizing transportation planning
activities; and
WHEREAS, the FAST Act of 2015 requires the implementation of performance-based
planning by annually adopting the performance targets of the state department of
transportation or develop their own; and
WHEREAS, the Commission adopted the Indiana Department of Transportation’s targets
at their meeting on January 18, 2018 for the performance measures of number of
fatalities, rate of fatalities per 100 million miles traveled, number of serious injuries, rate
of serious injuries per 100 million miles traveled, and number of non-motorized
fatalities and non-motorized serious injuries; and
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WHEREAS, the 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) must be
amended to reflect the Commission-adopted safety targets; and
WHEREAS, the Technical Policy Committee (TPC) has recommended that the
Commission amend the TIP, known as the 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement
Program Amendment #9, to reflect the Commission-adopted safety targets for the year
2018 as detailed in the attached amendment;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission adopts Amendment #9 to the
2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program.
Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission this fifteenth
day of March, 2018.

Signed: _____________________________

Geof R. Benson
Chairperson

ATTEST:
Signed: ___________________________

Karen Freeman-Wilson
Secretary
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2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program Amendment #9
Amendment #9 to the 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program
adds targets to page 10 in the discussion of the safety performance
measures as required by the federal transportation law known as the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation Act.
The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC), as the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Lake, Porter, and LaPorte
Counties, is required to support the Indiana Department of Transportation’s
(INDOT) safety targets or adopt our own on five specific measures. The
NIRPC Commission chose to support INDOT’s targets with an affirmative
vote on January 18, 2018.
The five measures and targets are below:
•
•
•
•
•

Number of fatalities – less than 814.9
Rate of fatalities per 100 million miles traveled – less than 1.036
Number of serious injuries – less than 3,479.8
Rate of serious injuries per 100 million miles traveled – less than 4.347
Number of non-motorized fatalities and non-motorized serious injuries –
less than 417.0

INDOT has adopted its safety target based on five-year rolling averages
and reported these targets as required to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration and the Federal Highway Administration. NIRPC will
plan and program projects in support of attaining these targets.
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RESOLUTION 18-05
A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION AMENDING THE
FY 2018-2021 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR LAKE,
PORTER, AND LAPORTE COUNTIES, INDIANA
AMENDMENT NO. 10
March 15, 2018

WHEREAS, Northwest Indiana’s citizens require a safe, efficient, effective, resourceconserving regional transportation system that maintains and enhances regional
mobility and contributes to improving the quality of life in Northwest Indiana; and
WHEREAS, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission, hereafter referred
to as “the Commission”, being designated the Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) for the Lake, Porter and LaPorte County area, has established a regional,
comprehensive, cooperative, and continuing (3-C) transportation planning process to
develop the unified planning work program, a transportation plan, and a transportation
improvement program to facilitate federal funding for communities, counties, and
transit operators, and to provide technical assistance and expertise to regional
transportation interests; and
WHEREAS, the Commission performs the above activities to satisfy requirements of the
Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act of 2015 (PL 114-94), applicable
portions of all prior federal transportation program authorizing legislation, as well as
other federal, state, and local laws mandating or authorizing transportation planning
activities; and
WHEREAS, the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program is a product of a
multi-modal, 3-C transportation planning process, compatible with regional goals and
objectives and socio-economic and demographic factors used to form the 2040
Comprehensive Regional Plan (CRP), as amended; and
WHEREAS, the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program is an
implementation of the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (CRP), as amended; is fiscally
constrained, and is consistent with the State Implementation Plan for Air Quality; and
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WHEREAS, the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program is developed by the
Commission in coordination and cooperation with local elected and appointed highway
and transit officials, special interest and service organizations, including users of public
transit, the Indiana Department of Transportation, the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management, the U.S. Federal Highway Administration, the U.S. Federal
Transit Administration, and the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency; and
WHEREAS, the changes to the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program
brought about by this amendment were reviewed by the Air Quality Conformity Task
Force’s Interagency Consultation Group (ICG); and
WHEREAS, the changes to the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program
brought about by this amendment were subjected to public comment in the manner
prescribed by the 2014 Public Participation Plan with no comments received; and
WHEREAS, the Technical Policy Committee (TPC) has recommended that the
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission make these changes to the FY
2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission hereby amends the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program by
adding the new projects and making other changes as shown on the attachment to this
resolution.
Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission this fifteenth
day of March, 2018.

____________________________
Geof R. Benson
Chairperson

ATTEST:

___________________________
Karen Freeman-Wilson
Secretary
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RESOLUTION 18-06
A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION AMENDING THE
FY 2018-2021 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR INDOT
PROJECTS AMENDMENT NO. 11
March 15, 2018

WHEREAS, Northwest Indiana’s citizens require a safe, efficient, effective, resourceconserving regional transportation system that maintains and enhances regional
mobility and contributes to improving the quality of life in Northwest Indiana; and
WHEREAS, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission, hereafter referred
to as “the Commission”, being designated the Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) for the Lake, Porter and LaPorte County area, has established a regional,
comprehensive, cooperative, and continuing (3-C) transportation planning process to
develop the unified planning work program, a transportation plan, and a transportation
improvement program to facilitate federal funding for communities, counties, and
transit operators, and to provide technical assistance and expertise to regional
transportation interests; and
WHEREAS, the Commission performs the above activities to satisfy requirements of the
Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act of 2015 (PL 114-94), applicable
portions of all prior federal transportation program authorizing legislation, as well as
other federal, state, and local laws mandating or authorizing transportation planning
activities; and
WHEREAS, the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program is a product of a
multi-modal, 3-C transportation planning process, compatible with regional goals and
objectives and socio-economic and demographic factors used to form the 2040
Comprehensive Regional Plan (CRP), as amended; and
WHEREAS, the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program is an
implementation of the 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan (CRP), as amended; is fiscally
constrained, and is consistent with the State Implementation Plan for Air Quality; and
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WHEREAS, the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program is developed by the
Commission in coordination and cooperation with local elected and appointed highway
and transit officials, special interest and service organizations, including users of public
transit, the Indiana Department of Transportation, the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management, the U.S. Federal Highway Administration, the U.S. Federal
Transit Administration, and the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency; and
WHEREAS, the changes to the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program
brought about by this amendment were reviewed by the Air Quality Conformity Task
Force’s Interagency Consultation Group (ICG); and
WHEREAS, the changes to the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program
brought about by this amendment were subjected to public comment in the manner
prescribed by the 2014 Public Participation Plan with no comments received; and
WHEREAS, the Technical Policy Committee (TPC) has recommended that the
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission make these changes to the FY
2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission hereby amends the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program by
adding the new projects and making other changes as shown on the attachment to this
resolution.
Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission this fifteenth
day of March, 2018.

____________________________
Geof R. Benson
Chairperson

ATTEST:

___________________________
Karen Freeman-Wilson
Secretary
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