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Letters of Support from US and State Senators and Representatives 

Illinois Support 

United States House of Representatives, 2nd District, Robin Kelly 

Indiana Support 

United States Senator, Mike Braun  

United States House of Representatives, 1st District, Frank Mrvan 

Indiana State Senate, District 1, Frank Mrvan (BUILD letter) 

Indiana State Senate, District 2, Lonnie Randolph (BUILD letter) 

Indiana State Senate, District 4, Karen Tallian  

Indiana State Senate, District 3, Eddie Melton (BUILD letter) 

Indiana House of Representatives, District 2, Earl Harris 

Indiana House of Representatives, District 9, Pat Boy 

Michigan Support  

United States Senator, Gary C. Peters (TIGER letter) 

United States House of Representatives, 6th District, Fred Upton (BUILD letter) 

Michigan State Senate, 21st District, Kim LaSata  

Michigan House of Representatives, 78th District, Brad Paquette  

 

Letters of Support from Government Agencies 

Illinois Support 

Chicago City Council, 10th Ward, Alderwoman Susan Sadlowski Garza 

Chicago Department of Transportation (BUILD letter) 

Chicago Park District (TIGER letter) 

Chicago Metropolitan Area for Planning 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources  (BUILD letter) 

Indiana Support 

City of Gary, Mayor Jerome Prince 

City of East Chicago, Mayor Anthony Copeland  

City of Hammond, Mayor Thomas McDermott, Jr. 

City of Michigan City, Mayor Duane Parry 
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City of Portage, Mayor Sue Lynch 

City of Whiting, Mayor Steve Spebar  

Gary Public Transportation Corporation  

Lake County Council (by resolution) 

Porter County Parks 

Porter County Development & Stormwater Management  

Town of Beverly Shores  

Town of Burns Harbor  

Town of Ogden Dunes 

Town of Porter 

County of LaPorte Commissioners  

Indiana Dunes National Park 

Indiana Dunes State Park  

Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority  

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District  

Michigan Support 

City of New Buffalo 

New Buffalo Township 

County of Berrien 

Chickaming Township (BUILD letter) 

Village of Grand Beach (BUILD letter) 

Village of Michiana 

Michigan Dept. of Transportation  

New Buffalo Downtown Development Authority (BUILD letter) 

New Buffalo Area Schools (TIGER letter) 

St. Joseph Township (TIGER letter) 

Southwest Michigan Planning Commission  
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Other Letters of Support 

Illinois Support 

Active Transportation Alliance 

Calumet Collaborative  

Metropolitan Planning Council (BUILD letter) 

Openlands  

Indiana Support 

Causes for Change 

Greenways Foundation of Indiana (BUILD letter) 

Health by Design 

Indiana Dunes Tourism 

Lake County Economic Alliance (BUILD letter) 

Miller Neighborhood Spotlight (BUILD letter) 

Northern Indiana Public Service Company 

One Region  

Save the Dunes  

Shirley Heinze Land Trust 

South Shore Convention and Visitors Authority  

South Shore Trails  

Northwest Indiana Forum  

NWI Forum READI Grant Submission Confirmation 

The Nature Conservancy  

Visit Michigan City – LaPorte  

Visit Miller Beach  

Michigan Support 

Bike Michiana  

Cornerstone Alliance 

Friends of Berrien County Trails  

Forward New Buffalo (BUILD letter) 

Harbor Country Chamber of Commerce (BUILD letter) 
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Lake Michigan College   

Southwestern Michigan Tourist Council (BUILD letter) 

Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance  

The Pokagon Fund  

Toast Hotel Group (BUILD letter) 

Three Oaks Spokes (BUILD Letter) 

West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum  

Whirlpool Cycling Club 

 

National Letters of Support 

Adventure Cycling  

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy  

 











June 22, 2018 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway BUILD Application  
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 

I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 
2018 BUILD application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.   
 

NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead 
applicant for this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, 
seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering 
connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 
 

The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles.  NIRPC has championed the development 
of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded.  This BUILD grant 
has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.  
 

The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would 
link both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the Greenway 
would link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of 
life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 

Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan 
viewed the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this philosophy 
in mind the BUILD application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made.  Thank you for your 
consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Frank Mrvan 
Indiana State Senator 
Senate District 1 

State of Indiana  Senate 
 
 

Senator Frank Mrvan 
Co-Minority Whip 
200 West Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(317) 232-9532 
s1@iga.in.gov 

 

Committees: 
Agriculture, RMM 

Insurance and Financial Institutions, RMM 
Education and Career Development 

Health and Provider Services 
Homeland Security and Transportation 

Natural Resources 
Veterans Affairs and The Military 

 



 
June 22, 2018 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway BUILD Application  
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 

I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 
2018 BUILD application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.   
 

NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead 
applicant for this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, 
seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering 
connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 
 

The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles.  NIRPC has championed the development 
of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded.  This BUILD grant 
has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.  
 

The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would 
link both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the Greenway 
would link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of 
life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 

Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan 
viewed the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this philosophy 
in mind the BUILD application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made.  Thank you for your 
consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 

 
       Sincerely,      
 
       
       Senator Lonnie M. Randolph 
       Senate District 2 

State of Indiana  Senate 
 
 

Senator Lonnie M. Randolph 
200 West Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(317) 232-9532 
s02@iga.in.gov 

 
 

Committees: 
Commerce and Technology, RMM 

Judiciary, RMM 
Civil Law 

Ethics 
Public Policy 

Rules and Legislative Procedure 
Tax and Fiscal Policy 

Utilities 
 



May 27, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application  
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2021 RAISE 
application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.   
 
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant for 
this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven 
municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering connections 
to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 
 
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana 
shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  NIRPC has championed the development of the 
Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded.  This RAISE grant has 
been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.  
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would link both 
residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the Greenway would 
link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life 
for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan viewed 
the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this philosophy in 
mind the RAISE application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made.  Thank you for your consideration 
of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Karen Tallian 

Indiana State Senator   

Senate District 4 

State of Indiana  Senate 
 
 

Senator Karen Tallian 
200 West Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(317) 232-9404 
s4@iga.in.gov 

 
 

Committees: 
Corrections and Criminal Law, RMM 

Appropriations 
Environmental Affairs 

Pensions and Labor 
Public Policy 

Rules and Legislative Procedure 
 

mailto:s4@iga.in.gov


July 18, 2018 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway BUILD Application  

 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 
2018 BUILD application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.   
 
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead 
applicant for this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, 
three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, directly touching a population 
of 130,000, and offering connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 
 
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles.  NIRPC has championed the 
development of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or 
funded.  This BUILD grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or 
already funded segments.  
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would 
link both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the 
Greenway would link together a network of employment centers, and serve as an economic catalyst towards 
improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary 
plan viewed the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with 
this philosophy in mind the BUILD application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made.  Thank 
you for your consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Eddie Melton 
Indiana State SenateSenate District 3 

State of Indiana  Senate 
 
 

Senator Eddie Melton 
200 West Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(317) 232 9491 
s3@iga.in.gov 

 

Committees: 
Education & Career Development, RMM 

Natural Resources, RMM 
Agriculture 

Homeland Security & Transportation 
Insurance & Financial Institutions 

Pensions & Labor 
Veterans Affairs & The Military 

mailto:s3@iga.in.gov


 
 

 
STATE OF INDIANA 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THIRD FLOOR STATE HOUSE 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204 

 
EARL L. HARRIS JR. 

ASSISTANT DEMOCRATIC FLOOR LEADER 
200 W. Washington Street. 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 
_________________________________ 

COMMITTEES: 
WAYS AND MEANS 

GOVERNMENT AND REGULATORY REFORM 
ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 

June 21, 2021 
 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  
 
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 
2021 RAISE application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway. 
 
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead 
applicant for this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, 
three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park, directly touching a population of 
130,000, and offering connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 
 
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  NIRPC has championed the 
development of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or 
funded.  This RAISE grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or 
already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would 
link both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the 
Greenway would link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards 
improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this 
visionary plan viewed the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into 
Indiana. It is with this philosophy in mind the RAISE application for completing the Marquette 
Greenway has been made.  Thank you for your consideration of this vision, which will provide 
unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Earl L. Harris, Jr. 
State Representative 
House District 02 



STATE OF INDIANA 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THIRD FLOOR STATE HOUSE  
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204 

 
REPRESENTATIVE PATRICIA BOY  
200 WEST WASHINGTON STREET  
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204 
 
June 4, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) is applying for a FY 2021 RAISE grant for 
Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway. NIRPC, the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the 
Northwest Indiana region, is the lead applicant for this grant request. An impressive partnership for this project 
involves three states, three Indiana counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. It 
directly touches a population of more than 130,000 and offers connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 
eight million people. 
 
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI – 60 miles. NIRPC has championed the development of the 
Greenway for over a decade, and nearly half of this route has either been built or funded. This RAISE grant would 
enable completion of the remaining 29 miles that link to these segments. We can’t quit now! 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would link 
both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes. It would also link 
together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life 
for those along the trail and for the whole region. 
 
“Make no little plans.” Daniel Burnham’s 1909 visionary, landmark Plan for Chicago viewed the greater Chicago 
area as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this philosophy in mind that this 
RAISE application has been made to complete the Marquette Greenway. I am asking for your support. Thank you 
for your consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Northwest Indiana. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patricia Boy 
H9@iga.in.gov 
(800) 382-9842 

mailto:H9@iga.in.gov








July 2, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application  

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 
2021 RAISE application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.   

NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead 
applicant for this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three 
counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park, directly touching a population of 130,000, 
and offering connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 

The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  NIRPC has championed the 
development of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date half of this route has either been built or funded.  
This RAISE grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already 
funded segments.  

The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would link 
both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the 
Greenway would link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards 
improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 

Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan 
viewed the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana and Michigan. It 
is with this philosophy in mind the RAISE application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made.  
Thank you for your consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and 
beyond. 

Sincerely,  

Brad Paquette 
State Representative 
Michigan’s 78th District









 
 
 

 
 

June 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is pleased to support 
the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission’s (NIRPC) FY 2021 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
application to complete the Marquette Greenway multi-state trail.  
 
As the comprehensive regional planning organization of northeastern Illinois, 
CMAP helps communities to thrive by supporting initiatives that will make 
metropolitan Chicago a more resilient and competitive region. The Marquette 
Greenway will complement the extensive network of multiuse trails in 
CMAP’s Northeastern Illinois Regional Greenways and Trails Plan, which was 
adopted within the regions ON TO 2050 long-range plan.  
 
Completing the Marquette Greenway would have a significant local and 
regional impact. The Greenway will improve quality of life by connecting 
coastal communities, employment centers, and access to transit across three 
states. This project will address climate change and improve safety by 
providing an uninterrupted trail for bicyclists and pedestrians. The trail will 
also provide greater access to natural wonders like Lake Michigan and the 
Indiana Dunes National Park.         
  
Once again, CMAP is supportive of NIRPC’s RAISE application to complete 
the remaining half of the Marquette Greenway. CMAP shares NIRPC’s 
commitment to completing this multistate trail knowing the significant positive 
impact it will have on northeastern Illinois, our neighbors, and visitors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Erin Aleman 
Executive Director 
 
TM:EA/stk 
 
 





















 

 
 

June 30, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application  
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
I am writing to indicate the Gary Public Transportation Corporation’s support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2021 RAISE application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.   
 
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant for 
this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven 
municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering connections 
to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 
 
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana 
shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  NIRPC has championed the development of the 
Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded.  This RAISE grant has 
been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.  
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would link both 
residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the Greenway would 
link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life 
for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
As a transit provider which has long provided service that is bike-friendly, we see this as a “WIN” for our agency. Our 
service currently provides access to three locations on the Greenway, and plans exist for service that would access 
several other connection points. Facilitating multimodal travel reduces a barrier to transportation and serve as an 
economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan viewed 
the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this philosophy in 
mind the RAISE application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made.  Thank you for your consideration 
of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
David W. Wright 
Planning and Marketing Manager 
 









TOWN   OF   BEVERLY   SHORES   
  

PO   BOX   38,   BEVERLY   SHORES,   IN   46301     
(219)   728-6531   FAX   (219)   728-6532   

Beverlyshores.clerk@gmail.com   
  

June   15,   2021   

The   Honorable   Pete   Bu� gieg   
Office   of   the   Secretary   
U.S.   Department   of   Transporta� on     
1200   New   Jersey   Ave.,   SE  
Washington,   DC   20590   

  
Subject:    Support   for    Comple� ng   the   Vision :    The   Marque� e   Greenway    RAISE   Applica� on     

  
Dear   Secretary   Bu� gieg,   

  
I   am   wri� ng   to   indicate   the   Beverly   Shores   Town   Council   support   for   the   Northwestern   Indiana   Regional   Planning   
Commission   (NIRPC)   FY   2021   RAISE   applica� on   for    Comple�ng   the   Vision:   The   Marque�e   Greenway .     

  
NIRPC   serves   as   the   Metropolitan   Planning   Organiza� on   for   the   Northwest   Indiana   region,   and   is   the   lead   
applicant   for   this   grant   request.    NIRPC   has   assembled   an   impressive   partnership   that   involves   three   states,   three   
coun� es,   seven   municipali� es   and   the   Indiana   Dunes   Na� onal   Lakeshore,   directly   touching   a   popula� on   of   
130,000,   and   offering   connec� ons   to   the   greater   Chicagoland   region   of   8   million   people.   

  
The   Marque� e   Greenway   has   represented   a   long-standing   vision   to   connect   Chicago,   IL   eastward   along   the   
Indiana   shore   of   Lake   Michigan   to   New   Buffalo,   MI,   for   a   distance   of   60   miles.    NIRPC   has   championed   the   
development   of   the   Greenway   for   over   a   decade,   and   to   date   nearly   half   of   this   route   has   either   been   built   or   
funded.    This   RAISE   grant   has   been   assembled   to   complete   the   remaining   29   miles   that   link   to   these   built   or   
already   funded   segments.     

  
The   proposed   route   of   the   Marque� e   Greenway   winds   through   a   diverse   cross-sec� on   of   land-uses   and   would   
link   both   residents   and   visitors   alike   to   the   great   natural   wonders   offered   by   the   Indiana   Dunes.    In   addi� on,   the   
Greenway   would   link   together   a   network   of   employment   centers   and   serve   as   an   economic   catalyst   towards   
improving   the   quality   of   life   for   those   along   the   trail,   and   the   region   in   whole.   

  
Daniel   Burnham   wrote   in   his   landmark   1909    Plan   of   Chicago    to   “Make   no   li� le   plans…”,   and   this   visionary   plan   
viewed   the   greater   Chicago   region   as   a   metropolitan   region   with   strong   connec� ons   into   Indiana.   It   is   with   this   
philosophy   in   mind   the   RAISE   applica� on   for   comple� ng   the   Marque� e   Greenway   has   been   made.    Thank   you   
for   your   considera� on   of   this   vision,   which   will   provide   unparalleled   benefits   for   Chicagoland   and   beyond.   

  
Sincerely,     

  
  
  

Geof   R.   Benson   
Town   Council   President   







 
 

 

June 14, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 
2021 RAISE application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway. 
 
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead 
applicant for this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, 
three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park, directly touching a population of 
130,000, and offering connections to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 
 
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  NIRPC has championed the 
development of the Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or 
funded.  This RAISE grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or 
already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would 
link both residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, 
the Greenway would link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst 
towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan 
viewed the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this 
philosophy in mind the RAISE application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made.  Thank you 
for your consideration of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Greg Stinson, Town Council President 





United States Department of the Interior 
 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Indiana Dunes National Park 

1100 N. Mineral Springs Road 
Porter, Indiana 46304-1299 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
 

May 26, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2021 RAISE 
application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.   
 
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant for 
this grant request. NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven 
municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering connections 
to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 
 
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana 
shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles. NIRPC has championed the development of the 
Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded. This RAISE grant has 
been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.  
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would link both 
residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the Greenway would 
link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life 
for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan viewed 
the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this philosophy in 
mind the RAISE application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made. Thank you for your consideration 
of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
Superintendent, Indiana Dunes National Park 
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June 29, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application  
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2021 RAISE 
application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.   
 
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant for 
this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven 
municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering connections 
to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 
 
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana 
shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  NIRPC has championed the development of the 
Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded.  This RAISE grant has 
been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.  
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would link both 
residents and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the Greenway would 
link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life 
for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan viewed 
the greater Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana. It is with this philosophy in 
mind the RAISE application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made.  Thank you for your consideration 
of this vision, which will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
Sherri Ziller 
Interim Chief Executive Officer/Chief Operating Officer 
Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority 



NICTD – NORTHERN INDIANA COMMUTER TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT 
33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, Indiana  46304 

T (219) 926-5744 / F (219) 929-4438 

June 18, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

I am writing to indicate NICTD’s support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2021 
RAISE application for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.  

NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant for 
this grant request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven 
municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering connections 
to the greater Chicagoland region of 8 million people. 

The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, Illinois eastward along the Indiana 
shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  NIRPC has championed the development of the 
Greenway for over a decade, and to date nearly half of this route has either been built or funded.  This RAISE grant has 
been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments. 

NICTD’s support rests on several conditions which we and NIRPC believe can be met. These include: 
• A third-party would complete the detailed engineering analysis that demonstrates there is

sufficient room for the path as well as required railroad, safety and regulatory clearances from
our tracks/assets. NICTD will want to participate in the selection of this entity.

• In the future, should NICTD need the portion of the right-of-way (ROW) on which the path
would be built, the parties agree that the trail will be relocated off of the ROW using separate
(non-railroad) funding that the parties agree to jointly pursue.

• A third-party would secure Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division of Nature
Preserves approval in writing for the path through Cline Avenue Nature Preserve.

• A third-party would secure approval from any other real estate owner affected by the plan,
which may include South Shore Freight and/or Save the Dunes Conservation Fund.

• A third party would manage all permitting and approvals for the project.

We are glad to participate in this application. Thank you for your consideration of this project. 

Sincerely,  

Nicole Barker 
Director of Capital Investment & Implementation 
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June 30, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application  
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate my support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2021 RAISE application 
for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway.   
 
NIRPC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Northwest Indiana region, and is the lead applicant for this grant 
request.  NIRPC has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the 
Indiana Dunes National Park, directly touching a population of 130,000, and offering connections to the greater Chicagoland region 
of 8 million people. 
 
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake 
Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  NIRPC has championed the development of the Greenway for over a 
decade, and to date half of this route has either been built or funded.  This RAISE grant has been assembled to complete the 
remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.  
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would link both residents 
and visitors alike to the great natural wonders offered by the Indiana Dunes.  In addition, the Greenway would link together a 
network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and 
the region in whole. 
 
Daniel Burnham wrote in his landmark 1909 Plan of Chicago to “Make no little plans…”, and this visionary plan viewed the greater 
Chicago region as a metropolitan region with strong connections into Indiana and Michigan. It is with this philosophy in mind the 
RAISE application for completing the Marquette Greenway has been made.  Thank you for your consideration of this vision, which 
will provide unparalleled benefits for Chicagoland and beyond. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
John Humphrey 
Mayor, 
City of New Buffalo 
 
 
 

 



























 
 
 
 
 
June 19, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 

 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission  
(NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 

 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves  
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette Greenway  
has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan  
to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining  
29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments. 

 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would  
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and  
mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment  
centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the  
region in whole. 
 
The Southwest Michigan Planning Commission is leading the effort in Michigan. We are excited  
about the stakeholders coming together to support this significant project. SWMPC is the manager  
of the TwinCities Metropolitan Planning Organization and this project is a high priority in the 2045 Long Range Plan.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy  
in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 269-925-1137 x1512 or 
 hamiltonm@swmpc.org 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 Marcy Hamilton 

 

Marcy Hamilton 
Deputy Executive Director 

Southwest Michigan Planning Commission 

376 West Main Street, Suite 130     Benton Harbor, MI 49022-3651 
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June 25, 2018 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway BUILD Application 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
On behalf of the Active Transportation Alliance, I am writing to indicate our strong support for the 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of 
Transportation’s FY 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grants 
program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that 
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.  
The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along 
the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles.  This BUILD Grant has 
been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and 
would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact 
lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a 
network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life 
for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Based in Chicago, the Active Transportation Alliance is a non-profit advocacy organization that works to 
improve conditions for walking, bicycling and public transportation. We believe regional trails like the 
Marquette Greenway are critical for creating healthier, more equitable communities, cleaner 
environments, and vibrant local economies. We highly encourage you to support this project, which has 
the potential to positively impact millions of people across the region. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and 
its economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 312-
427-3325 or ron@activetrans.org. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ron Burke, Executive Director 



 

 
Calumet Collaborative • P.O. Box 428 • Whiting, IN 46394 • 708-297-9162 • calumetcollaborative.org 

   
 
 
July 12, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
Please accept our strongest support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to 
the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request, representing an inclusive partnership involving the states of Indiana, 
Illinois, and Michigan; the three counties of NW Indiana; and the Indiana Dunes National Park. The Marquette Greenway 
embodies a long-standing vision to span the 60 miles of Indiana shore between Chicago, IL and New Buffalo, MI. This 
RAISE Grant has would complete the remaining 29 miles. 
 
As an organization committed to a more just and sustainable region, we are hopeful that this application will receive full 
funding. The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway would provide safe non-motorized activity for the low-income 
and racialized communities clustered along the trail route. The Greenway will link together employment centers and 
serve as an economic catalyst, further improving the quality of life for people close to the trail, and the broader region. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this transformative project. If you have any questions, please contact me at 773-510-
6434 or catania@calumetcollaborative.org.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Maggie Catania 
Interim Executive Director 



   

 

June 28, 2018 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Office of the Secretary 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
Please accept our strongest support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission (NIRPC) FY 2018 BUILD application for Completing the 

Vision: The Marquette Greenway.    
 
Metropolitan Planning Council is keenly interested in the achievement of this 
vision. Once completed, the Marquette Greenway will increase connection 
between the 10 million people of the broader Chicagoland region; will make the 
Indiana Lakeshore more accessible; and will ultimately span 58 miles to directly 
link our region to Michigan. NIRPC’s tenacious leadership for more than a 
decade has ensured that almost half of the Greenway has already been 
completed.  
 
For this BUILD grant, NIRPC has mobilized a formidable partnership of three 
states, three counties, seven municipalities, and the Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore. We are confident that, if this proposal is funded, the 30 remaining 
miles will be built and the Marquette Greenway will be completed.  
  
Please contact us if you have any questions regarding our unconditional 
endorsement of NIRPC’s application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Josh Ellis 
Vice President 
312-863-6045 
jellis@metroplanning.org 
 

mailto:jellis@metroplanning.org


  

June 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) 
application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three 
states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.  The Marquette Greenway has 
represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New 
Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that 
link to these built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would 
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-
income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers and 
serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Openlands has long-encouraged bi-state and tri-state trail connections to build out our Midwestern trail network. This 
project is a premier example of a critically important trail which will serve a network of many other connecting trails 
throughout our region. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in 
the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at danderson@openlands.org 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ders Anderson 
Greenways Director 
Openlands 

mailto:danderson@openlands.org


  � it starts with one...

June 06, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE 
Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana 
Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of 
Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 

 NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an 
impressive partnership that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities 
and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette Greenway has represented a 
long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake 
Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been 
assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already 
funded segments. 

 The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-
section of land-uses and would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to 
secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents 
along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of 
employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality 
of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 

www.Info@CausesforChange.org                  www.CausesforChange.org.              (773)447-8500

mailto:www.Info@CausesforChange.org
http://www.CausesforChange.org


  � it starts with one...

 Causes for Change International, a non-profit organization working to impact 
the lives of persons with disabilities. We have worked as a partner with NIRPC for 
more that nine years. Our vision for the Marquette Greenway is that it will allow 
access for people who use a variety of mobility devices, communication devices and 
most of all to use the path that will allow opportunities for all. The Marquette 
Greenway will grant opportunities for employment and community inclusion to a 
special population that throughout history has been undervalued. 

 Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping 
to revitalize a people and its economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any 
questions, please free to contact me at 773-447-8500 or zully@CausesforChange.org 

Sincerely, 

                                                
Zully JF Alvarado 

     President & Founder 

www.Info@CausesforChange.org                  www.CausesforChange.org.              (773)447-8500

mailto:www.Info@CausesforChange.org
http://www.CausesforChange.org




615 N. Alabama Street, Suite 119 ⚫ Indianapolis, IN 46204 ⚫ 317-622-4820 ⚫ kirwin@hbdin.org  

June 25, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
On behalf of the Health by Design staff team and our coalition partners, I am writing to offer our strongest support 
for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of 
Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three 
states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette Greenway has 
represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New 
Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles 
that link to these built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would 
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-
income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers 
and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in 
whole. 
 
At Health by Design, we work at the intersection of the built environment and public health, collaborating across 
sectors and disciplines to ensure Indiana communities have neighborhoods, public spaces and transportation 
infrastructure that promote active living for all. Active transportation and transportation alternatives are at the core 
of our work to ensure that people can access daily needs and destinations including school, work, mass transit, food, 
and health care. We support projects like this because they not only promote public health and safety, but they 
support community economic development, enhance resiliency and sustainability, build civic engagement, and 
generally improve quality of life for all.  
 
The Marquette Greenway will achieve all of this and more, as a regional economic development asset that connects 
diverse people and places while providing a local amenity to multiple communities contributing to destination 
creation and placemaking across the region. We appreciate your consideration of this truly transformative project 
for Northwest Indiana, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

Kim Irwin, MPH 
Executive Director 
 



June 30, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)
application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability
and Equity (RAISE) Grants program.

NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park. Indiana Dunes Tourism is
part of this partnership and supports this effort. The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing
vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a
distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these
built or already funded segments.

The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and
mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment
centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the
region as a whole.

Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its
economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219-926-2255 or
christine@indianadunes.com.

Sincerely,

Christine Livingston
Indiana Dunes Tourism
1215 N State Road 49
Porter, IN 46360
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June 20, 2018 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway BUILD Application 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
(NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves 
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.  The 
Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 miles.  This BUILD Grant has been 
assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to these built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and 
would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact 
lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network 
of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those 
along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
The Lake County IN Economic Alliance (LCEA), as the economic development agency for the Lake County 
and its nearly 500,000 citizens, understands quality of place and is supportive of completion of the final 
phase of this project. LCEA knows that there are several factors when company executives choose to 
relocate to Lake County, Northwest Indiana. Through this grant, the region will continue to show our 
commitment to bettering lifestyle amenities in order to attract and retain business, talent and investment.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its 
economy in the heart of the rust belt. If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219-756-4317 
or klauerman@lcea.us.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Karen M. Lauerman President & CEO 
 
cc. Donald Koliboski, Vice President LCEA 

mailto:klauerman@lcea.us


 

July 14, 2018 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway BUILD Application 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 
Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2018 Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grants program. 

NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership 
that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore.  The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, 
IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 58 
miles.  This BUILD Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 30 miles that link to 
these built or already funded segments. 

The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-
uses and would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will 
positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would 
also link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards 
improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 

Gary's Miller Spotlight Initiative has worked closely with Causes for Change International for the 
past three years and our backbone organization, the Miller Beach Arts & Creative District to 
improve active transportation options in Northwest Indiana. As the community builder for Gary’s 
1st District (Miller-Aetna-Glen Ryan-East Emerson), I feel confident expressing my full support 
for the project being proposed.  

It has been demonstrated multiple times that further funding for universally designed recreational 
spaces and adaptive equipment is needed in Gary to fully engage all of our community. Uniting 
northern Indiana via a green trail will be a major asset for our area. This proposed project will 
contribute greatly to helping us attain these community goals.  

I eagerly anticipate collaborating on this project.  

Sincerely,  

Jessica Renslow 
Community Builder-Gary, IN



 
 
 

 
801 E. 86th Avenue, Merrillville, IN 46410  •  219.647.4975  •  www.nipsco.com 

June 08, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application 
to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, 
three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-
standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a 
distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or 
already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would provide safe 
non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents 
along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic 
catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in the 
heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219-647-4066 or rcalinski@nisource.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rick Calinski 
NIPSCO 
Director of Public Affairs & Economic Development 
801 E. 86th Street 
Merrillville IN 46410 
Office: 219-647-4066 
rcalinski@nisource.com 



June 22, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

I am writing on behalf of One Region to wholeheartedly share our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program.

We believe that completing the Marquette Greenway will not only enhance quality of life for our residents but it will
strengthen the broad vision of creating a regional connection from Chicago to South Bend.  The Marquette Greenway is a
trail that will connect Chicago eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60
miles.  We only have 29 remaining miles to build. This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete these remaining
miles that link to portions that have already been built or funded.

The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would provide
safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income
residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also provide a walkable link to the expanded South Shore line that
runs from Chicago to South Bend and also connects employment centers. As a whole, it would serve as an economic
catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region.

One Region is an organization that strives to grow population, attract and retain talent, and increase household income
by enhancing quality of life. We include the Northwest Indiana Regional Opportunities Council (NIROC), a group of over
30 business CEOs and executives from Indiana’s Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties and express our support to complete
the Marquette Greenway through the RAISE Grant.

Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize our economy and connect our
people.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 219.669.8571 or marie@oneregionnwi.org.

Sincerely,

Marie Foster-Bruns
President and CEO



 

444 Barker Road  -  Michigan City, Indiana 46360  -  219.879.3564 

June 30, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) 
application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled a truely impressive partnership that involves three 
states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette Greenway has 
represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New 
Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that 
link to these built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would provide 
safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income 
residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers and serve as an 
economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
The years of work undertaken to progress the Marquette Greenway project have been highly collaborative, and it is 
wonderful to see this culminating portion as a showcase for cross jurisdictional partnerships.  Save the Dunes has been a 
proud partner in this work, and we are confident that this project would be successfully executed under the leadership 
of NIRPC. The impact of the completed Marquette Greenway on the communities of the Indiana Dunes region will be 
incredible, and we can think of no better organization to spearhead this effort than NIRPC. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in 
the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219-879-3564 or 
Natalie@savedunes.org. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Natalie Johnson 
Executive Director 



 

444 Barker Road  -  Michigan City, Indiana 46360  -  219.879.3564 

 



 
 
 
 

  
June 30, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

 
RE: Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 

 
Dear Secretary Chao,  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Shirley Heinze Land Trust to indicate our support for Northwestern 
Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s 
FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
In addition to being supportive of the project, Shirley Heinze Land Trust is committed to helping 
advance the Marquette Greenway Plan.  The Plan will:    

 

• Increase the value and appreciation people have for some of the most fascinating and 
ecologically significant natural places in the Country, including places preserves owned 
and managed by Shirley Heinze Land Trust; 

• Connect 60 miles of trails for recreation in a region that has significant environmental 
impacts; 

• Provide safe non-motorized access through a diverse cross-section of land uses; 
• Strengthen communities by advancing a common and shared vision; 
• Raise the appreciation and understanding of what this region has to offer; and  
• Improve the economy, health, and environment for all current and future residents.   

 
Shirley Heinze Land Trust is a regional land trust involved in acquiring, restoring, and stewarding 
high quality natural areas throughout Northwest Indiana. To date, the organization has permanently 
protected more than 2,700 acres.  Completing the Vision of the Marquette Greenway Plan will 
improve public access to these lands and, in turn, make it possible for more people to experience 
and enjoy the valuable natural heritage of our region.  
 
In closing, Shirley Heinze Land Trust strongly endorses the RAISE application submitted by the 
Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission that will undoubtedly improve the quality of life 
throughout Northwest Indiana, the Chicago Region, and beyond. If you have further questions or 
require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 219.242.8558 or 
kkrouse@heinzetrust.org. 

   
  Sincerely,  

 
  Kristopher Krouse 
  Executive Director 

  

109 West 700 North 
 Valparaiso, IN 46385  
Phone:  219-242-8558  

www.heinzetrust.org     
  

  

mailto:kkrouse@heinzetrust.org
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South Shore Trails, lNC

July 1,  2021

The  Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Office of the Secretary
u.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

Subject:  Support for Camp/et/.ng the V;si.on.. 7lhe Morquette Greenwoy RAISE Application

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

I  am writing to indicate our strong support for the  Northwestern  Indiana  Regional  Planning Commission  (NIRPC)

application to the Department of Transportation's FY 2021  Rebuilding American  Infrastructure with Sustainability
and  Equity (RAISE) Grants program.

South Shore Trails/Bike-Walk Northwest Indiana is an all-volunteer group of experts and policy advocates,

promoting non-motorized and  multi-modal transportation and connectivity across the  Northwest Indiana  region,
to improve recreation, economic opportunity, community health and quality of life.  As the only region wide

group pursuing such goals, we can say that the Marquette Greenway will  be a clear and outstanding contributor
to achieving those goals.

NIRPC is the  lead applicant for this grant request and  has assembled an impressive partnership that involves
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana  Dunes National  Park.  The Marquette
Greenway has represented a  long-standing vision to connect Chicago,  lL eastward along the  Indiana shore of
Lake Michigan to New Buffalo,  Ml, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete

the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.

The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would

provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will  positively impact lower and
mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a  network of employment
centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the
region  in whole.

Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative proj.ect, helping to revitalize a  people and its
economy in the heart of the rust belt,   lf you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219-801-5275 or

parkerdbass@live,com.

¢,flff
Don  Parker, Chair

SouthshoreTrails



 
 

 
The Northwest Indiana Forum is the regional economic development organization dedicated to jobs and capital investment in  

harmony with the environment for Lake, Porter, LaPorte, Starke, Jasper, Newton and Pulaski Counties. 

6100 Southport  Portage, IN 46368  219.763.6303 Phone  219.763.2653 Fax  www.nwiforum.org 
 
 

 May 25, 2021 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
(NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure 
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that 
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The 
Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has 
been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and 
would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact 
lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a 
network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life 
for those along the trail, and the region in whole. Our recently released economic development plan, 
Ignite the Region: Northwest Indiana's Strategy for Economic Transformation, has placemaking as one of 
the five pillars of the plan.  The Marquette Greenway will have a dramatic impact on quality of place for 
our region and continue to attract the talent critical to driving our economy.  
 
The Northwest Indiana Forum is the regional voice for the business community and a significant catalyst 
for initiatives that promote economic development and create and retain quality jobs while protecting the 
environment.  Our region encompasses Lake, Porter, LaPorte, Jasper, Newton, Pulaski and Starke 
Counties. We represent over 130 business investors including ArcelorMittal, BP, Cargill and Urschel 
Laboratories.  Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a 
people and its economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me 
at 219.763.6303 or hennis@nwiforum.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Heather Ennis 
President & CEO 
Heather Ennis 



 
 

 
The Northwest Indiana Forum is the regional economic development organization dedicated to jobs and capital investment in  

harmony with the environment for Lake, Porter, LaPorte, Starke, Jasper, Newton and Pulaski Counties. 

6100 Southport  Portage, IN 46368  219.763.6303 Phone  219.763.2653 Fax  www.nwiforum.org 
 
 

  
July 8, 2021 

Mr. Mitch Barloga, AICP 
Active Transportation Manager 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
6100 Southport Road 
Portage, Indiana 46368 

 
Dear Mitch, 
 
I am writing to inform you of your official submission for the NWI Forum’s proposed application for Regional Economic 
Acceleration and Development Initiative (READI) funds. Currently, we are in the process of reviewing project submissions 
throughout the Northwest Indiana region which aim to advance the quality of life, place and opportunity for our residents 
and businesses alike. 
 
Your submission for the Marquette Greenway does represent an example of a project which aims to improve the quality 
of life for those living along Lake Michigan and will certainly be considered for our eventual recommendation. 
 
The deadline for the READI grant will be August 31st, and at that time we will notify you of our decision in regard to your 
application request. 
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions. 

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Heather Ennis  
President & CEO  

 



 

 
Southern Lake Michigan Rim Project 
5690 Chase St. 
Merrillville, IN 46410 

 
Tel (219)981-9183 
 
 

 
nature.org\Indiana 

 
 
July 1, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) 
application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability 
and Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves 
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette Greenway 
has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan 
to New Buffalo, MI, for 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that 
link to already built or funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses, and would 
provide safe, non-motorized access for Black and Brown Residents who live in cities along the route. The 
Greenway would also help link together several important natural areas that stand out as rare gems in a highly 
built environment, further enhancing conservation opportunities as well as support for conservation.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize Northwest Indiana and 
its economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 219-576-3938 or 
via email at joel.perez-castaneda@tnc.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Joel Perez 
Project Director 
Lakeshore Office  
   of TNC in Indiana 

mailto:joel.perez-castaneda@tnc.org






 

 

 

The Coalition seeks a more bicycle-friendly community by: 
Encouraging bicycling for commuting and recreation; 
Expanding and improving bicycle infrastructure; and 
Educating citizens and government  

Bike to Work Week 
 
Friends of Granger 
Paths  
 
Michiana Bicycle 
Association 
 
Northern Indiana 
Mountain Bike 
Association 
 
Friends of the 
Pumpkinvine Nature 
Trail 
 
Indiana-Michigan 
River valley Trail 
 
Bike South Bend 
 
 

 
President:  

Pete Jank 

 

Vice 

President:  

Judy Lee 

 

Secretary:  

Dustin New 

 

Treasurer:  

Chris VandenBossche 

 

Dir. Events 

Marketing:  

J.V Peacock 

 

Dir. 

Membership & 

Bike to Work 

Karen Haun 

 

Dir. At Large:  

Aaron Divine 
Zach Dripps 
Greg Furry 
 
 

BikeMichiana.org 
 
BMC 
PO Box 11699 
South Bend, IN 
46634 

 

 
 
June 11, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support from Bike Michiana Coalition for the Northwestern 
Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s 
FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership 
that involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National 
Park.  The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL 
eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  
This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or 
already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-
uses and would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will 
positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would 
also link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards 
improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Bike Michiana Coalition has helped develop and advocated bike networks in South Bend, IN and 
the surrounding areas, including the Indiana-Michigan Trail connecting South Bend to Niles, MI. 
Work is under way to extend this trail to St. Joseph, MI and we would like to see it join together 
with the proposed trail along the lake shore. Bike trails are proven means of encouraging bicycling 
as a healthy activity and alternative to autos as well as an economic driver.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

The Coalition seeks a more bicycle-friendly community by: 
Encouraging bicycling for commuting and recreation; 
Expanding and improving bicycle infrastructure; and 
Educating citizens and government  

Bike to Work Week 
 
Friends of Granger 
Paths  
 
Michiana Bicycle 
Association 
 
Northern Indiana 
Mountain Bike 
Association 
 
Friends of the 
Pumpkinvine Nature 
Trail 
 
Indiana-Michigan 
River valley Trail 
 
Bike South Bend 
 
 

 
President:  

Pete Jank 

 

Vice 

President:  

Judy Lee 

 

Secretary:  

Dustin New 

 

Treasurer:  

Chris VandenBossche 

 

Dir. Events 

Marketing:  

J.V Peacock 

 

Dir. 

Membership & 

Bike to Work 

Karen Haun 

 

Dir. At Large:  

Aaron Divine 
Zach Dripps 
Greg Furry 
 
 

BikeMichiana.org 
 
BMC 
PO Box 11699 
South Bend, IN 
46634 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people 
and its economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me 
at cvandenb@nd.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chris Vanden Bossche 
(on behalf of the board) 
Bike Michiana Coalition 
 
 
 



 

 

 
80 West Main Street, Benton Harbor, MI  49022  

(269) 925-6100  •  www.GoMichigan.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 2, 2021 

Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) 
application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, 
three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette Greenway has represented a 
long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a 
distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or 
already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would provide 
safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income 
residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers and serve as an 
economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
As Berrien County’s lead economic development agency, Cornerstone Alliance has led initiatives to create and expand 
trail systems throughout the communities we serve.  The expansion of trails provides better mobility and encourages a 
healthier lifestyle for everyone.  Amenities like the Marquette Greenway improve quality of life and increase access to 
our greatest natural treasures. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in 
the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at (269) 363-8910 or 
rcleveland@cstonealliance.org.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Rob Cleveland 
President & CEO, Cornerstone Alliance 
rcleveland@cstonealliance.org 
(269) 363-8910 

mailto:rcleveland@cstonealliance.org
mailto:rcleveland@cstonealliance.org








 
June 23, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to 
the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants 
program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, three 
counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing 
vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  
This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would provide safe 
non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income residents along 
the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst 
towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
Lake Michigan College is a two-year, accredited, nonprofit community college in southwest Michigan. The College offers over 80 
different academic programs, including career education, transfer programs, part-time and full-time options and online 
learning. The College will provide additional support by; 
 

• promoting the importance of volunteering in trail projects 
• promoting cooperation among agencies and jurisdictions 
• generating additional community support 
• finding opportunities for education about nature and the environment 

 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in the heart 
of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 269 927-4103 or flowers@lakemichigancollege.edu. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Kenneth W Flowers 
Dean, Career & Workforce Education 





 
                                        
 

 

1213 Center Street 
P.O. Box 27187 
Lansing MI  48909 

Phone: 517-485-6022    Fax: 517-347-8145                         www.michigantrails.org 

 

June 28, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 
Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 

NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that 
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The 
Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along 
the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant 
has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded 
segments. 

The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses 
and would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively 
impact lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link 
together a network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the 
quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 

 

http://www.michigantrails.org
file://///fileserver01/UserData/mary/My%20Documents/www.michigantrails.org


 
                                        
 

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance is the statewide voice for nonmotorized trail users and we 
help people build and promote trails, both land and water, to connect communities and build a 
healthier and stronger Michigan.  At the heart of our work is providing people with “connection 
corridors” to get outside, get to know their neighbors and the natural and historical and cultural 
resources, and realize that trails are literally America’s new front porch. 

Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people 
and its economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 
586-651-5180 or andrea@michigantrails.org 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Andrea LaFontaine 

Executive Director, Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

July 10, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) 
application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves three states, 
three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.  The Marquette Greenway has 
represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New 
Buffalo, MI, for 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these 
built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would provide 
safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and mixed-income 
residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment centers and serve as an 
economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
The Pokagon Fund has been working with partners to implement the Michigan portion of the Marquette Greenway.  The 
Pokagon Fund has committed $300,000 in local match toward the development of the Marquette Greenway in New 
Buffalo Township. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its economy in 
the heart of the rust belt.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
Dan Peterson 
Executive Director 
 







June 1, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Office of  the Secretary
U.S. Department of  Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
(NIRPC) application to the Department of  Transportation’sFY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program.

NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette
Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of
Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to
complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments.

The proposed route of  the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of  land-uses and
would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower
and mixed-income residents along the trail route. The Greenway would also link together a network of
employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of  life for those along
the trail, and the region in whole.

West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum is a regional collaboration of  businesses and institutions working
to advance climate leadership, community resilience, social justice and the creation of  a circular economy. We
are excited by the potential for this initiative to advance the sustainable development and community value in
our region.  Thank you for your consideration of  this truly transformative project.

Daniel Schoonmaker
Executive Director

West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum • Michigan’s Great Southwest Sustainable Business Forum
Michigan Sustainable Business Forum • Lakeshore Sustainability Forum

PO Box 68696 • Grand Rapids, Mich. 49516 • wmsbf.org



 
 

June16, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate our strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) 
application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability 
and Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves 
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette 
Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana shore of 
Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has been assembled to complete 
the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would 
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and 
mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment 
centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the 
region in whole. 
 
During the past few years, we have assembled a local cycling community, under multiple umbrellas, including the 
Whirlpool Cycling club with membership of over 150 participants.   The number one topic is the development of 
safe riding trail options within Southwest, Michigan and Northwest Indiana.  In addition to walking and riding 
safety, we know these types of trails provide an economic and healthy living boost to the communities that 
support and use them.   
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Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its 
economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 269-519-2907 or at 
Beat_D_Stocker@whirlpool.com. 
 
 
Beat Stocker 
Whirlpool Cycling Club 
 

 



 

  

July 1, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to indicate Adventure Cycling Association’s strong support for the Northwestern Indiana 
Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program. 
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that 
involves three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The 
Marquette Greenway has represented a long-standing vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE Grant has 
been assembled to complete the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and 
would provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact 
lower and mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a 
network of employment centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life 
for those along the trail, and the region in whole. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway would become the routing for U.S. Bicycle Route 36, 
which was officially approved by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials (AASHTO) in 2015. Together with U.S. Bicycle Routes 35, 37, and 10, these routes will offer 
the opportunity to bicycle around Lake Michigan, a popular tourism destination. Providing safe non-
motorized access will attract bicycle tourism and its associated economic benefits to the businesses and 
communities along the greenway. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its 
economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Katie Harris at 
kharris@adventurecycling.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Saara Snow 
Advocacy Manager 

 

mailto:kharris@adventurecycling.org


 
 

July 4, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 

Subject:  Support for Completing the Vision: The Marquette Greenway RAISE Application 
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
I am writing to express Rails-to-Trails Conservancy’s strong support for the Northwestern Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission (NIRPC) application to the Department of Transportation’s FY 2021 Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grants program.  This project directly addresses climate 
change – promoting active transportation, which is one of the best ways to lower our carbon footprints – as well 
as access barriers to jobs, outdoor recreation and essential social services for disadvantaged communities.  
 
NIRPC is the lead applicant for this grant request and has assembled an impressive partnership that involves 
three states, three counties, seven municipalities and the Indiana Dunes National Park.  The Marquette 
Greenway represents a long-standing transformative vision to connect Chicago, IL eastward along the Indiana 
shore of Lake Michigan to New Buffalo, MI, for a distance of 60 miles.  This RAISE initiative targets completion of 
the remaining 29 miles that link to these built or already funded segments, supporting economic recovery. 
 
The proposed route of the Marquette Greenway winds through a diverse cross-section of land-uses and would 
provide safe non-motorized access while helping to secure investments that will positively impact lower and 
mixed-income residents along the trail route.  The Greenway would also link together a network of employment 
centers and serve as an economic catalyst towards improving the quality of life for those along the trail, and the 
region in whole.  The pandemic has highlighted that trail networks are essential for mental & physical health and 
well-being, connecting all ages and abilities to people, places and opportunities. 
 

During RTC’s 35+ years of collaborating with local partners in developing trail/active transportation networks to 
provide economic, health, safety, environmental, recreational and other quality of life benefits for all 
communities, NIRPC has been an engaged and effective partner that knows how to coordinate and deliver on 
major projects.  The Marquette Greenway is a transformational project, which underscores the importance of 
investing in walking and biking infrastructure to generate jobs via attracting businesses and talented individuals. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of this truly transformative project, helping to revitalize a people and its 
economy in the heart of the rust belt.  If you have any questions, please free to contact me at 937-776-9566 or 
brianh@railstotrails.org. 

 
Best Regards & Happy Trails, 
 

 
Brian K. Housh 
Midwest Policy Manager, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 
Council President, Village of Yellow Springs, Ohio 
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